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The weekend’s schedule included a Cobra Jet Heritage of Legends Display, an F-100 Explorer 
reunion and a Ford Euro Garage. But, at least for those enthusiasts who lingered at the fair-
grounds early Friday evening, the Carlisle Ford Nationals is a chance to celebrate the reputa-
tion and traditions of the brand we love.  
 
My wife, and I got to the fair-
grounds early on Thursday, to park 
and find that our club’s tent was not 
up yet, however, thanks to Joe and 
Rob, they contacted the right per-
son, Val, who took great care of our 
club, and made sure by Thursday 
afternoon, the club’s tent was up. 
Then we parked our 1991 Lincoln 
Mark VII LSC SE  at the top end of 
our wonderful spot   

(that I hope we get next year too) for some 
beautiful pictures (Continued on page 11) 
 

 



  
Back in 1988 A Lincoln Mark VII was born, but the dealership decided this 
would be a very special car, one of only an estimated 100 cars made 
throughout the total production run of nine years. It was then sent to Coach 
Builders LLC. There it was converted into something the public wanted, 
and Lincoln was not offering; namely a Convertible Mark VII. For just 
about $15,000 on top of the $30,000 price tag of a new 1989 Lincoln Mark 
VII, you could own this special car. It was purchased and stayed in the sun-
shine state for most of it's life until a collector 
and Club Member bought it and shipped it 

home to North Carolina. There it stayed until the decision was made that the 
herd had to be thinned. An email was sent to an interested buyer and an agree-
ment made. Then, one early morning In November 09 in secrecy, the trip was 
made from Philadelphia, PA to North Carolina a mere 500 or so miles. 
With money and title exchanged, the trip continued home and after 23 hours 
this car had a new home. There is sat, until time and money came together for 
much needed maintenance and small repairs. The secret, only exposed to a se-
lect few. The mission was clear. Unveil at Carlisle 2010.  Continued on page 10 
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Our Favorite Web Sites 
 
 
Lincolns On Line www.lincolnsonline.com 
Ford VS. Chevy www.fordvschevy.com 
The Lincoln Forum www.thelincolnforum.net 
Classic Lincolns www.classiclincolns.com 
LincolnForums.com www.lincolnforums.com 
Lincolns of Distinction www.mark8.org/lod/ 
Cars At Carlisle www.carsatcarlisle.com 
Lincoln VS. Cadillac www.lincolnvscadillac.com 
LSC Riders Plus www.lscridersplus.com 
West Coast Lincolns www.westcoastlincolns.net 
Grand Marq.net www.grandmarq.net 
Fox T-Bird / Cougar Forum 
www.foxtbirdcougarforums.com 
Tri-state Thunderbird & Cougar Club 
www.tstacc.com 
Crown Vic.net www.crownvic.net 
New Jersey Thunderbird & Cougar Club 
www.njtacc.com 
Mother’s Polishes, Waxes, and Cleaners 
www.mothers.com 
Stoner Car Care Products www.moreshine.com 
Jeg’s High Performance Catalog www.jegs.com 
Summit Racing www.summitracing.com 
Mid-Atlantic Mustangs, Muscle Fords - 
www.midatlanticstangs.com 

Continued from page 1 
 

The First Texas Club Meet—July 24, 2010 
 

 
Looks like this 

was a great 
turnout! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Armond Johnson  
& 

 Joe Love 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page  12 



 
 

August 2010 
 

 
 
August 29, 2010  Red Robin Benefit Cruise Car Show & Cruise coordinator: 
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm  2020 Wilkes Barre Marketplace   Jeff “LSCinPA” Hine 
    Wilkes Barre, PA 18702 
 

September 2010 
 
September 5, 2010   Old Country Buffet  Breakfast Meet coordinator: 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm  Berkshire Mall West     Jeff “LSCinPA” Hine 
    1101 Woodland Rd         
    Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 
September 11, 2010  Hometown Buffet  Cruise   coordinator: 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 561 US Highway 1     Dan “JerseyDan” Moran 
    Edison, NJ 08817 
 
September 12, 2010  Red Robin Benefit Cruise Car Show & Cruise coordinator: 
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm  2020 Wilkes Barre Marketplace   Jeff “LSCinPA” Hine 
    Wilkes Barre, PA 18702 
 
September 19, 2010  Lic’s Restaurant   Breakfast Meet coordinator: 
9:30 am to 12:00 noon 51 Thompson Rd     Dawnne Prince  
    Webster, MA 01570 
 
September 19, 2010  Old Country Buffet  Breakfast Cruise coordinator:  
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 2230 Marlton Pike West    Joe “MrFixit” Lovern 
    Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
 
September 19, 2010  Bobs Big Boy   Lunch Meet  coordinator: 
1:00 pm   8274 Sunland Blvd     Art Bailey Jr/Kat Bailey 
    Sun Valley, CA 92353 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 5 
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October 2010 
 
October 3, 2010  Old Country Buffet  Breakfast Meet coordinator: 
9:30 am to 12:00 noon Brandywine Sq 1090 E. Lancaster Ave   Jeff “LSCinPA” Hine 
    Downingtown, PA 19335 
 
October 10, 2010  Lic’s Restaurant   Breakfast Meet coordinator: 
9:30 am to 12:00 noon 51 Thompson Rd     Dawnne Prince 
    Webster, MA 01570 
 
October 17, 2010  Bobs Big Boy   Lunch Meet  coordinator: 
1:00 pm   8274 Sunland Blvd     Art Bailey Jr/Kat Bailey 
    Sun Valley, CA 92353 

 
November 2010 

 
November 7, 2010   Old Country Buffet  Breakfast Meet coordinator: 
9:30 am to 12:00 noon 500 Commerce Rd     Jeff “LSCinPA” Hine 
    Dickson City, PA 17200    

 
November 14, 2010  Lic’s Restaurant   Breakfast Meet coordinator: 
10:00 am to 12:00 noon 51 Thompson Rd     Dawnne & Al Prince 
    Webster, MA 01570 
 
November 21, 2010  Old Country Buffet  Breakfast Cruise coordinator: 
9:00 am  to 12:00 noon 1350 Hurffville Rd      Joe “MrFixit” Lovern 
    Deptford, NJ 08096 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 6 
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November 2010 Continued 
 
 
 
November 21, 2010  Bobs Big Boy   Lunch Meet  coordinator: 
1:00 pm   8274 Sunland Blvd     Art Bailey Jr/Kat Bailey 
    Sun Valley, CA 92353 
 
December 5, 2010  Old Country Buffet  “FREEZER MEET” coordinator: 
9:30 am to 12:00 noon Northtowne plaza      Jeff “LSCinPA” Hine 
    2800 DeKalb Pike 
    Norristown, PA 19401 
 
December 12, 2010  Lic’s Restaurant   Breakfast Meet coordinator: 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm  51 Thompson Rd     Dawnne & Al Prince 
    Webster, MA 01570 
 
December 19, 2010  Bobs Big Boy   Lunch Meet  coordinator: 
1:00 pm   8274 Sunland Blvd     Art Bailey Jr/Kat Bailey 
    Sun Valley, CA 92353 
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The elections for The Lincoln Mark VII Club Board of Directors, will be coming 
up soon. When we get everything together we will be sending ballots for you to 
vote for Club officers. 
 
I want to say thank you all for letting me be a part of The Lincoln Mark VII 
Club, but it’s time for me to step down and let someone else have a stab at being 
the Club Secretary & interim Membership Secretary. 
 
I have really enjoyed getting to now each of you and being a part of your club 
activities. I will still be hanging around on the forum posting here and there. You 
can’t get rid of me all the way, even though some of you would probably want 
to. <grin> 
 
It’s been an honor and a pleasure being a Board of Directors Member and I want 
to say “Thanks” to all the past and present Board Members. It’s been a pleasure 
working with each of you. 
 
As you know we are volunteers so please be patient with the incoming officers 
as they are going to need all our support to make things happen, just as we need 
your support now. 
 
Thanks again for being Members of the Best 
automobile club on he planet. 
 
Kat 
(junkyardkat) 
Secretary and Membership Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Note from the Secretary 



Hello Everyone!  
 
 
I’m sure by now you have no-
ticed that the newsletter is taking 
a bit to get out to all of the Mem-
bers. I want to remind everyone 
that we are all  volunteers and I 
am working as hard as I can to 
get this newsletter out to all of 
you.   
 
I do hope all of you are enjoying 
the newsletter. I will try to get 
this newsletter out each quarter 

of the year. That’s 4 times a year 
you should receive this newslet-
ter.  
 
Please submit jokes, tech articles 
or even a write up on your chap-
ters breakfast meet along with 
pictures. I would be more than 
happy to post more info on our 
meets and car shows that our 
members (YOU) are attending! 
 
So please submit them to me? 
 
 

Here are the deadlines for all 
newsletters:  
 
 Quarter 1 deadline: Dec 15th 
 Quarter 2 deadline: Mar 30th 
 Quarter 3 deadline: Jun 30th 
 Quarter 4 deadline: Sep 30th 
 
I look forward to receiving your 
submissions as this is your news-
letter and I would love for you to 
tell me what YOU want in it! 
 
Dawnne 
 

You have been asking for them, well here they 
are! The Lincoln Mark VII Club has taken deliv-

ery of a shipment of white “T’s” with the club 
logo on the back. Ask your chapter coordinator 

for yours, or see the forum for order information. 
Get yours today! 

 

 

At THE PODIUM 
Commentary by John Dancy, president. 

From the Editors Desk 
Commentary by Dawnne Prince 

WE’VE GOT SHIRTS! 

The economy of 2009 and 2010 
may have affected us all, but 
there were still 32 preregistered 
Mark VIIs for this event. Me-
chanical failures happen every 
day and a 15 or 115 or 515miles 
drive to the Nationals is no ex-
ception. Members lost mostly 
rubber products and one even 

had a radiator separate at the 
seams. Those that have attended 
each year since 2004, expect rain 
the first day, sunny and 75 the 
second, and an overcast but 
warm (and somber) Sunday. 
This year, a storm blew through 
on Friday that reportedly relo-
cated someone’s tent…. A quar-
ter mile away. Just as pro-
nounced were the attendees and 
their families and visitors    
         continued on page 9 

 

For auto enthusiast, the summer 
months can be exhilarating, ag-
gravating, exhausting, and reju-
venating, all at once and on the 
very same day. Take for instance 
the Club’s Annual East Coast 
National Meet a The Carlisle 
Ford Nations. Scheduled each  
year for the first weekend in 
June, the best of the best Ford/
Lincoln/Mercury products are on 
display at this 100+ acre event. 
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Meets & Greets 
Continued next column 
 

New Jersey Breakfast Meet 
July 25th, 2010 

 
It was a hot day, and of course the NJ group 
showed with the cars.  In attendance was: Joe & 
Michelle, Rob, Jack, Tom  & Chris (NH) and 
Dawnne (MA) with the Jaguar as the Lincoln was 
being prepped for a local car show back in MA 

 
In attendance was  

Dawnne & Alfred Prince, Judy & Howie Gevry  
Becky & John Hollows, 

Tom Saluti, Tristan Prince, & Adam Pouliot 
 

South California July Meet 
 

The heat had each of us just stuffing our cars in the 
parking lot anywhere we could and heading for the 
comfort of the restaurant upon our arrival, as the 
blazing sun was just too much. Steve Erler arrived 
in his (as expected) PRISTINE MB 320e wagon. (I 
don't know how this guy keeps all his cars so per-
fect... It's truly disgusting..) Pete sharp arrived, 
leaving any and all of his fleet of Mark VII's safe 
from the extreme heat as well. Brent & Chris Wil-
son and Kat & I rounded out the crowd and Rafael 
Zamora showed up about the time we were wrap-
ping up, as he was held up at a late church service.  
(Above) Brent, Kat and Steve Spears chat in the 

shade outside of Bob's Big Boy in Sun Valley, 
California, as the others pay their tabs. 
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At THE PODIUM 
Commentary by John Dancy, president 

 
Continued from page  8 

 
to the tent like Rick Schmidt of National Parts Depot, were the familiar 
faces that missed this year’s event. The reasons ranged from relocating 
the family 2200 miles West to repairing major home appliances, and 
included tasks like “not having all the parts back in the car”. 
 
To those that couldn’t attend this year’s event, you were sincerely 
missed. Events sometimes become cruises and cruise sometimes become 
shows and shows sometimes become National Meets. The California, 
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, Chapters have scheduled monthly 
events for each remaining month of 2010. If you attend the December 12 
cruise in Webster, MA you probably won’t see any 100 point show cars 
but you will still see Dawnne & Tom and Friends and cars and good food 
and good fun. Additionally, NJ & PA sponsor individual car shows each 
month during the spring and summer months. Our Club’s shows depend 
heavily on volunteers, so consider giving back to your Club by lending a 
hand at one or both of these events. Each Chapter started out with one 
Club Member accepting the challenge and event in their state. After 
approval by the Board of Directors of the Club, the Chapter coordinator 
basically selects a day, time and place where they will be to meet and 
greet other enthusiasts and play with cars. Tina Griffith is one such Club 
Member. On July 24th, she & a few long haulers kicked off the Texas 
Chapter of the Club and their 1st event in Mansfield.  
 
Preserve. Restore. Maintain. 
John "OldSchool1" Dancy 
The Lincoln Mark VII Club 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Chick-Fil-A Delran, NJ 08075 
June 18th, 2010 

 
 

Continued page 12                                  
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Rob Brossman’sRob Brossman’s 
         Convertible Mark VII         Convertible Mark VII  

Continued from page 2 
 
By: Rob Brossman 
 

It was purchase and stayed in the sunshine 
state for most of it's life until a collector and 
Club Member bought it and shipped it home 
to North Carolina. There it stayed until the de-
cision was made that the herd had to be 
thinned. A email was sent to an interested 
buyer and an agreement made. Then one early 
morning In November 09 in secrecy the trip was made from Philadelphia PA to North Caro-
lina a mere 500 or so miles. 
 
Money and title exchanged the trip continued home and after 23 hours this car had a new 
home. There is sat, until time and money came together 
for much needed maintenance and small repairs. The 
secret only exposed to a select few the mission was 
clearly, unveil at Carlisle 2010. 
 
With the help of family the car was brought in late Fri-
day evening through a horrible thunderstorm where 
visibility was low. The car was unloaded, covered and 
then it was sleep for the owner and the transportation 
team. Then that morning as club member's arrived at 
the tent to see an unfamiliar car there was talk of " do you know who that belongs to." Fi-
nally about 9am the cover revealed the secret beneath and the surprise for Carlisle 2010 was 
complete. Unfortunately rain made a tent over the car a necessity, but it did get many second 
looks. Needing work it left Carlisle without being on the winner list. Oddly enough the truck 

that was used to trailer the car that was only registered so 
that the transportation team would have parking and be able 
to enter the show field won third place stock 2003 or older 
4x4 Truck.  
 
The future for this 1989 Convertible includes a much needed 
new top and small details to make it perfect. 



The Lincoln Mark VII Club Inc 
Box 42678 

Philadelphia, PA 19101-2678 
610-931-6623 

 
 
The Lincoln Mark VII Club, Inc. is not affiliated with the Ford 
Motor Company or its Lincoln-Mercury division. Unauthorized 

duplication of web site content is strictly prohibited. All 
trademarks, service marks and logos of The Lincoln Mark 

VII Club, Inc. or other companies and entities listed herein 
are the property of the fore mentioned companies, entities 

and other organizations and associations. 
 
 

Copyright © 2010 The Lincoln Mark VII Club, Inc. 
 
    Questions. comments & submissions, Please contact: 

lscprincess@thelincolnmarkviiclub.org 
 

Club Officers 
 

President- John Dancy - General Manager and Coordinator 
oldschool1@thelincolnmarkviiclub.org 

 
Vice President -Art Bailey  

 artbaileyjr@thelincolnmarkviiclub.org 
 

Secretary Membership -Kathy Bailey - Coordinator and Recorder 
Junkyardkat@thelincolnmarkVIIclub.org 
membership@thelincolnmarkviiclub.org 

 
Treasurer - Rosalie Chismar -Funds Coordinator  

And Accounting Secretary 
foxesdenmom@thelincolnmarkviiclub.org 

 
Chairman Of The Board - Fred Dudley - 
chairman@thelincolnmarkviiclub.org 

Newsletter Editor - Dawnne Prince  
Mark VII Times 

lscprincess@thelincolnmarkviiclub.org 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR  
SPONSORS! 

Please take a moment to visit our 
Sponsor's / Links Webpage at: 

 
http://www.thelincolnmarkviiclub.org/

links/index.htm 
 

 
These sponsors have provided support and 
products to The Lincoln Mark VII Club. 
Whether you have a show car or a car that 
you just like to look and run it's best, 
please consider using our sponsor's prod-
ucts and services. Everything from mainte-
nance and modifying to showroom finish 
and a place to store your stuff, can be 
found through them. Thanks, everyone! 
 

 
 

 
Continued from the cover: 

 All Ford Nationals 
 

see the vendors as they were setting up (good time 
to negotiate) , we got a few bargains. We took lots 
of pictures, and then back to the hotel for a swim! 
To meet up with the rest of Mark VII Club Members 
who came to Carlisle.  
This was an awesome experience, our grandson en-
joyed himself as well, riding up and down the hotel 
hallway on the baggage cart at 7am, and trying to 
dump the ice out of the cooler and sit in it. 
 I have been attending this show for the last 5 years, 
and it was the best for us this year, because Dawnne 
finally placed at the nationals, she was so excited 
that she came in 3rd! With Jack Cohen coming in 1st 
place and Andy Mawrer in 2nd place for Stock. With 
Russ Pentz coming in 1st place, Joe Lovern coming 
in 2nd place, and Ron Aul coming in 3rd place for 
Modified. 
All in all it was a wonderful time to meet up and 
enjoy everyone’s company and talk about our 
Marks.  Anyone who has not yet come to Carlisle 
for The Lincoln Mark VII Club’s Annual Meet is 
truly missing out! Make your plans for next year, as 
I’m already booked at the hotel! 
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Meets & Greets 
Delran NJ Club—July 16, 2010 

 
Most car enthusiasts were scared away from the day's show by a storm that raced through the Mid-Atlantic 
states about two hours prior to start time.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
As you can see, by the time we started, the ground 
was dry and the skies were mostly clear. 

 
Quality more so than quantity was the key word for the 
day's show and cruise. 
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Tech Page 

Lincoln Mark VII Package Tray Carpet 
Replacement 

By: Clayton Fireshaker 
Tools you will need: 
Philips Screw driver 
Razor blade or scissors 
Black Marker or something similar 
New Carpet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Adhesive spray 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remove the 3rd brake light housing. There should be a screw at the very back of it (towards the front of the car) 

remove the screw and pull the housing towards you and up. Twist both the bulbs out words to remove 
them. I went ahead and shoved the wiring and bulbs back down into the trunk out of the way. This would 
also be a good time to replace the bulbs if they are burnt out. Remove the rear seat back. Just pull forward 
and up it should come right off. It has 3 upward hooks holding the seat in place.  It might be necessary to 
remove your speakers also I didn’t have to do it but it just depends on how their mounted. (On ’90 -’91-’92 
models. It is also necessary to remove the two Torx bolts securing both the seat belts and the seat back to the 
chassis. The lower seat cushion must be removed to get to them - not shown) 
 
The 3rd brake light housing bracket is circled in yellow. The seat hooks are circled in Orange.  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now it is time to pull down the sound deadening material. The carpet on the decking and the mat are stapled 

together, the green line (above picture) shows where the staples will be. After all the staples are out, the mat 
should just fall down. There is a push in clip in the center of the deck holding it in place (blue circle). Pull 
this clip out and you’re ready for the next step.  
 

There are two ways to pull the deck out. You can unscrew the panels on either side of the rear window and 
move them out of the way, or you can do it like I did. I pulled on one side of the deck bending it in the mid-
dle just enough to pull one side out. After that is done then the other side should fallow.  Make sure to get 
the deck over the 3rd brake light bracket. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the deck is out of the way, the car should look something like this.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to remove the speaker grills. To remove the speaker grills flip the deck upside down, you’ll see 4 screws 
per grill. Take them out and it should fall right off.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now for the old carpet. The majority of the carpet fell/pulled off with no problems, but there were a few spots 

that still had good adhesive grip to them. For those areas, pull the carpet back, and take a knife and cut 
where the carpet and decking make contact. You’re cutting away the adhesive. I ended up taking a small bit 
of the deck with the old carpet; the factory adhesive is good stuff.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After all the old carpet is off it is time to bust out the vacuum. Clean off all the dust and residue from the old 

carpet. After that it is time to pull out the new carpet for fitment.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I used a marker to mark the speaker holes, and the 3rd brake light hole. I also made a line around the deck leav-

ing a good 2 extra inches.  Cut along the lines. After it is all cut out line it up to the deck to make sure you 
don’t need any other adjustments.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If the carpet fits like it should then it is time for the adhesive.  

I sprayed a good amount on one end put the carpet on it and pressed it down. I worked from one side to the 
other, let the adhesive dry for a little bit then pull one edge of the carpet back up and spray again. Repeat 
till it is done.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I had half of it done at this point, getting ready to finish some more of it.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t be afraid of getting too much on there.  I sprayed the deck and the carpet. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure there are no wrinkles in the carpet, press firmly and pull the carpet back up and start over if you 
have to.  

After the adhesive has had a little while to dry (I allowed 20min) I flipped the deck over to trim it up a little bit.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After it is all trimmed up you should be ready to put it back in after you reinstall your speaker grill covers. 
They do only go one way so make sure you’ve got them the right.  I used a pick and a screwdriver to poke 
holes in the carpet for the screws.  I repainted my speaker grills black since they were sun faded so badly.  
 

 
 

I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
nstalling reverse of removal. Stick one side in under the panel, bend slightly, and slip the other side in. I had a 

little extra carpet down by the window. I just tucked it down so it wasn’t so noticeable. Make sure the adhe-
sive is still holding the carpet good, and there are no wrinkles.  Staple or glue the sound deadening mat back 
to the underside.  Time to put the rear seat back in. It is pretty simple;  just make sure to get the “bars” (for 
lack of better term) back over the hooks.  If you removed the paneling on either side of the window might 
want to put that back on now as well.  
Shove the 3rd brake light wiring back up through the hole; push the bulbs and connectors back in their holes 
and twist inward. Position the housing over the bracket and wiggle it onto it. Might take a second to get it 
but it’ll go.  Make sure you get the front hooks on the housing under the brackets on the deck as well. Put 
your screw back in and replace anything else you may have removed..  
 
Set back and admire your work.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



R.P.M. (Restore. Preserve. Maintain.) 
By John Dancy 

Restoration, preservation, and maintenance of all things Mark VII, have always been the driving forces behind our Club. It’s 
now the driving force behind this column.  
Restoration.  
Out of the seven or so variations of this noun, the one that pertains to this column is, “a return of something to a former, origi-
nal, normal, or unimpaired condition.”  Ask seven Mark VII owners and you’ll get seven different answers (plus a lot of mate-
rial for an article).  
 
Who restores Mark VIIs?  
Any one that owns or operates a Mark VII and wants it to continuously run is a restorer. The level of restoration is normally 
based on the operator’s expectations of time of ownership, difficulty, and of course, financial outlay.  
 
What do we restore? 
Restorations have three basic levels and many sub levels. The top three are MECHANICAL, COSMETIC, and PERFORMANCE. 
Mechanically, we may want to make sure that our front wheels are turning as effortlessly as possible. Cosmetically, we may 
want a more modern or aggressive looking wheel. Performance wise, we may want this free turning, aggressive looking, wheel 
to stop with higher efficiency and lower heat generation.  
 
When do we restore? 
Some people say, “Projects are never completed, just abandoned.” If you subscribe to this train of thought then restoring any 
item of any system of your vehicle at any time would be correct. On our daily drivers, we tend to only repair or replace that 
which stops the vehicle from going forward. Generally, both ideas are widely accepted as long as we do not completely ignore 
such things as that errant warning light that only comes on after hard braking on an 80 degree day or how the rear of the car 
will drop after sitting for three or four days. The word immediately comes to mind. 
 
Where do we restore? 
This depends on the item or system. An exhaust system is a middle of the road item that can be done on a lift or in your garage 
or on Aramingo Avenue in Philadelphia. Our dashboard electronics can be done in the driveway in the middle of a new Eng-
land winter. Pre heating the interior is a must. We should not chance repairing vacuum lines under the same weather condi-
tions. Twenty year old vinyl becomes extremely brittle when exposed to sub freezing temperatures. 
 
How do we restore? 
In a perfect world with perfect conditions, we remove and replace the item or system in question with Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM) parts and materials. Consider having to replace five 90s style wheels. You’ll need about $2500.00US of 
disposable income to purchase them from Ford. Since most of us paid an average of $2000.00 for our luxury sport coupes, an 
OEM replacement from Ford of this magnitude may be considered an extravagance. In this case, an alternative of resurfacing 
and recoating of our existing wheels will only set us back 40 – 50% of an OEM restoration and will probably outlast the origi-
nals. 
 
Before choosing any plan of attack on any of my projects, I have to first decide “what do I want as a finished product?” and then 
plan BACKWARDS from that point. My 1990 LSC will be my touring car, so I want to end up with a car that is reliable. A re-
built drive train is a must. Fully functioning accessories including cruise control, and all new fuel, air, and spark items. I want it 
to be ready for a cross country cruise without doubt or worry. My 1985 Gianni Versace is a survivor at 32,000 miles and bone 
stock (sans wear items). I want it to be clean. Restoration of this vehicle will involve soap, water, and elbow grease. 
 
In future columns, I’ll discuss PRESERVATION and MAINTENANCE and print a question or two along with answers from 
collectors, mechanics, and daily drivers. Until then, remember, “Even the longest journey begins with the first step.”  

 
 
 
 


